[Neonatal cardiac transplantation. Long-term results].
The pioneering work of Bailey since 1985 has made cardiac transplantation an effective treatment of left heart hypoplasia in the neonatal period. At the Marie-Lannelongue surgical centre, 5 neonates with hypoplastic left hearts or an equivalent cardiac malformation, underwent cardiac transplantation between 1993 and 1998. There were no operative deaths. At the end of the follow-up, all children were treated with cyclosporine, without steroids. One child died of a secondary acute rejection resistant to treatment 7 years after the transplantation, 1 has a severe coronary problem 13 years after the transplantation, and three children (including the diseased child) have psychomotor development abnormalities. These results and those of the literature together with the psychological problems encountered by the children and their families, do not incite in the pursuit of the neonatal transplantation program until the introduction of new drugs for the treatment of chronic rejection which should prevent the programmed death of these children.